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Hydrant Happen ings

More Funeral Homes Offer Pet Cremations
Courtesy of: Peter Frost : New York Times News Service

When India Housanman’s cat Fuzzy, and miniature 
dachshund, Gypsy, got sick and had to be euthanized, the 
Hilton Head Island resident turned to an unlikely place for 
the arrangements: a local funeral home.

“My pets are part of my family,” Housaman said.  
“They’ve been a big part of my life, and it’s nice to know 
they’re at my house instead of in the middle of some 
landfill.”  Now, the remains of Fuzzy and Gypsy are 
displayed discreetly in urns at her home.

Housaman, who lives with her husband, Douglas, five 
dogs and three cats, contacted The Island Pet Cremation 
Services, operated by The Island Funeral Home and 
Crematory on Hilton Head, to handle the remains of her 
deceased pets.

Since the funeral home began offering pet cremations 
nearly two years ago, the service has grown in popularity, 
said Sheri Richardson Stahl, who owns and operates the 
business with her father, Allen.

Crematory Operators 
Certification Programs
September 18, 2009
Mount Ida College, Newton, 
Massachusetts
For more info visit,
www.cremationassociation.org

Veterinary Hospital Managers 
Assn. Annual Meeting
September 24-27 2009
Portland Oregon
www.vhma.org

Interested in becoming a 
distributor of Antal Products? 
Call today to learn about our Pet 
Bereavement Start Up Kit.  The kit 
offers you our best selling products at 
one low price.  Call 724-532-2890 
today.

If you would like to submit your 
event or editorial for next month’s
newsletter please email the 
information to:
info@antalproducts.com

Donations to Environment, 
Animal Groups Dip in 2008
Americans donated $6.6 billion to 
animal and environmental organiza-
tions in 2008, down 5.5 percent from 
the previous year, the Giving USA 
Foundation reported.  

Donations to all causes totaled 
$307.7 billion in 2008, compared to 
a record $314.1 billion in 2007.
The annual report on philanthropy 
was researched by the Center of 
Philanthropy at Indiana University 
and appeared in the publication 
Giving USA.

Animal/environmental donations 
represented 2 percent of total 
estimated giving in 2008. “With the 
United States mired in a recession 
throughout 2008, there was not doubt 
in anyone’s mind that charitable 
giving would be down,” said Del 
Martin, chairman of the Giving USA 
Foundation.  “However, what we 
find remarkable is that individuals, 
corporations and foundations still 
provided more than $307 billion to 
causes they support, despite the 
economic conditions. 

For more info. visit 
www.givingusa.org
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Today, the funeral home takes care of arrangements for 
about 15 pets a month, Stahl said, a number she expects to 
continue to grow.  “We’re all pet owners or pet lovers 
here, so it seemed like a natural fit,” Stahl said.  “Custom-
ers know that we’re going to provide that extra level of 
personal care they can’t get anywhere else.  We under-
stand how important pets are to people, and we help make 
the grieving process as easy for them as possible.  

Pet cremation has been around for several years, but as 
Americans increasingly treat their pets as treasured 
members of the family, the demand for pet death-care 
services is accelerating.

Even traditional funeral homes across the country are 
investing in animal crematories.  Paul Rayhill, president 
of Matthews Cremation Division in Florida, one of the 
nations’ largest providers of cremation equipment, said pet 
cremation sales have become a much more significant 
segment of business within the last five years.  

Antal’s Memorial 
Markers and Urns

Antal Products offers high quality Pet Memorial 
Marker and Urns. They can be used as a repository 
for your pet’s ashes after cremation or as a Memorial 
Marker. Either way, the Pet Memorial Marker & Urn 
will be a lasting tribute to your beloved family 
member.  Made of a weatherproof poly resin, these 
markers will age gracefully in your yard or garden.  
These Sets come complete with a brass engravable 
plate, Drill bit and screws, and urn capsule holding 
the remains of pets up to 74lbs.  Available in three 
designs. 


